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Starting Your Sailing Journey: Why the Right App Matters
Learning to sail is one of the most rewarding outdoor pursuits you can take on. But when
you're a beginner, the sheer number of sailing apps available on the App Store can feel
overwhelming. Some cost a monthly subscription. Others require account registration before
you can even open them. A few bombard you with ads the moment you launch.

As a beginner sailor, you don't need complexity. You need clarity. You need to know how fast
your boat is moving, whether your anchor is holding, and how to read your GPS position —
all without fighting through paywalls or endless settings menus.

That's where Boat Knot Meter: Anchor Watch stands out from the crowd. It's completely
free, works entirely offline using your iPhone's built-in GPS chip, requires no account, and
shows you your speed in all three nautical and metric units simultaneously. For anyone just
getting into sailing, it's the ideal first app to have on your phone.

In this guide, we'll walk through what beginner sailors actually need from an app, what to
avoid, and why Boat Knot Meter checks every box on the list.
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What Beginner Sailors Actually Need from a Sailing App
Before diving into specific apps, let's be clear about what matters most when you're just
starting out:

Real GPS speed display — knowing your speed over ground (SOG) is fundamental to
understanding how your boat is performing
Anchor watch capability — if you're anchoring overnight or for a swim stop, you
need an alarm that tells you if the boat has drifted
No internet required — out on the water, you often lose cellular signal; your app
must work on GPS alone
Simple interface — when you're learning to handle sails and lines, the last thing you
need is a complicated app UI
No subscription cost — sailing gear is expensive; your core navigation tools
shouldn't add to the bill

Many apps marketed to beginners fail on at least one of these criteria. They look pretty on
screenshots but require a paid plan for anchor watch, or they need a data connection to load
the map tiles. Boat Knot Meter avoids all of these pitfalls.

Understanding Speed Over Ground: A Beginner's Primer
One of the first things every new sailor learns is the concept of speed over ground (SOG).
This is your actual speed relative to the Earth's surface — as measured by GPS — which is
different from your speed through the water (STW), which is measured by a paddlewheel
sensor in the hull.

Why does SOG matter? Because it accounts for current. A boat doing 6 knots through the
water but sailing against a 2-knot current is only making 4 knots of progress toward its
destination. GPS gives you the true picture.

Boat Knot Meter displays SOG in three units at once:

Knots — the universal nautical unit (1 knot = 1 nautical mile per hour ≈ 1.852 km/h)
Kilometres per hour (km/h) — familiar to most of the world outside the US
Miles per hour (mph) — standard in the United States

Having all three visible simultaneously is genuinely useful as a beginner because you're still
building your intuition for what different speeds "feel like" on the water. Seeing that 5 knots
equals 9.26 km/h helps you calibrate your understanding quickly.

The Anchor Watch Feature: Essential Safety for New Sailors
If you've just learned to anchor, the anchor watch feature in Boat Knot Meter will become
your best friend. Here's why.

When you drop anchor and set your scope correctly, the boat should swing gently around a
fixed point. But anchors can drag — especially in soft mud, on rocky bottoms, or when the
wind unexpectedly picks up at night. A dragging anchor puts your boat, your crew, and other
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vessels at risk.

Boat Knot Meter's anchor alarm works like this:

Tap the anchor icon once your hook is set1.
The app records your current GPS position as the anchor point2.
Set your drag radius (typically 1.5x to 2x your scope length)3.
The app monitors your position in the background4.
If your boat drifts outside the radius, your iPhone sounds an alarm5.

This works even when your phone screen is locked and the app is running in the background
— a crucial feature that many beginner sailors don't realise they need until their first
overnight anchorage. And because it runs on GPS with no internet connection required, it
works even in remote anchorages with no cell coverage.

You can find Boat Knot Meter on the App Store through the App Store page.

Trip Logging: Building Your Sailing Record from Day One
As a beginner, every outing is a learning experience. Boat Knot Meter's built-in trip logging
feature lets you record each sail automatically, capturing your track, distance covered, top
speed, and average speed. Over time, this data becomes invaluable:

You can review where you sailed and how efficiently you routed
Compare performance across different wind conditions
Track your progress as your boat handling skills improve
Share your tracks and achievements with your sailing instructor or club

Many dedicated logging apps charge monthly fees for this feature. With Boat Knot Meter, it's
included at no cost, with no data plan required to record the logs.

Privacy by Design: No Account, No Tracking
Privacy is increasingly important to iPhone users, and it matters even more when you're
using an app that tracks your physical location. Boat Knot Meter is built with a privacy-first
philosophy:

No account or login required
No data shared with third parties
No ads — ever
No background tracking beyond the anchor watch function you explicitly activate

Your GPS data stays on your device. This is the right way to build a sailing app, and it's
increasingly rare in a world where "free" usually means your data is the product.

Comparing Free Sailing Apps: What to Watch For
Not all free sailing apps are created equal. Here's a quick comparison framework for
beginner sailors evaluating their options:
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Offline GPS operation — Boat Knot Meter: yes. Many competitor apps: no, they
require a data connection for charts or features
Anchor alarm — Boat Knot Meter: included free. Many apps: paywalled behind a
premium tier
Multi-unit speed display — Boat Knot Meter: knots, km/h, and mph simultaneously.
Most apps: one unit at a time
No account required — Boat Knot Meter: correct. Most apps: mandatory registration
Trip logging — Boat Knot Meter: included free. Many apps: premium only

When you stack these criteria side by side, Boat Knot Meter wins for beginners who want a
focused, trustworthy tool without complexity or cost.

Who Is Boat Knot Meter Designed For?
While it excels as a beginner sailing app, Boat Knot Meter is versatile enough to be useful
across many types of water users:

Day sailors and racing crew who want quick speed feedback without a dedicated
instrument display
Coastal cruisers who anchor frequently and need reliable drag alarms
Motor boaters who want to see their speed over ground in multiple units
Kayakers and paddleboarders who want GPS speed tracking on the water
Sailing school students who benefit from simple, distraction-free tools during
lessons

Getting Started: Your First Week with Boat Knot Meter
Here's a practical first week plan for beginners using the app:

Day 1 (at home): Download the app and explore the interface with the speed display set to
zero. Familiarise yourself with the unit conversion — seeing knots alongside km/h builds your
mental model before you're on the water.

Day 2 (first sail): Let the app run in the background and check your speed throughout the
sail. Note your maximum speed and average — this establishes your baseline for the boat
you're sailing.

Day 3 (first anchorage): Practice setting the anchor watch. Drop anchor, tap the icon, set
a conservative radius, and lock your phone. Leave it for an hour and see how the alarm
behaves. This builds confidence before your first overnight stay.

Day 7 (review): Look back at your logged trips. How fast did you go? Where did you sail?
This simple review habit accelerates your learning dramatically.

Download Boat Knot Meter free from the official App Store page and start your journey
today.
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Final Thoughts
The best sailing app for beginners is one that gets out of your way and lets you focus on
learning to sail. Boat Knot Meter does exactly that — delivering accurate GPS speed in knots,
a reliable anchor watch alarm, offline operation, trip logging, and a clean interface, all
completely free and without any account requirement.

Whether you're taking your first sailing lesson this weekend or planning your first overnight
anchorage, Boat Knot Meter for iPhone is the essential companion to have in your pocket.
Get it free on the App Store today.
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