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Google Compass Alternative: Best
Compass App for Android With True
North & Offline Mode (2026)
Google removed its compass from Maps, and most Android phones lack a
standalone compass app. Discover the best Google compass alternatives with
true north, offline mode, and magnetic interference detection.
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If you have ever tried searching for a compass inside Google Maps, you may have noticed
something frustrating: Google removed its standalone compass feature years ago.
The tiny orientation cone in Maps is not a compass — it only shows which way you are facing
relative to the map, and it requires an internet connection. For anyone who needs a reliable
heading, true north, or offline navigation, that simply is not enough.

In this guide, we explore why your phone's default compass solution falls short, what a
dedicated compass app actually offers, and which alternatives stand out in 2026.

Why Google Maps Is Not a Compass
Google Maps was designed for turn-by-turn driving and walking directions — not for
compass-based navigation. Here is what you are missing when you rely on it:

No standalone compass view. Google removed the dedicated compass feature from
Maps. The blue cone only indicates your facing direction on the map.
Requires internet. Google Maps needs a data connection to load tiles. In remote
areas with no signal, it becomes useless.
No true north correction. Maps does not show magnetic declination or let you switch
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between magnetic and true north.
No interference detection. If your magnetometer is being affected by nearby
electronics or metal, Google Maps will not warn you — it will just point the wrong way.
No calibration prompts. A dedicated compass app tells you when your sensor needs
recalibrating. Maps does not.

Most Android Phones Lack a Standalone Compass App
Unlike iPhones, which ship with Apple's built-in Compass app, most Android phones do
not include a dedicated compass application. Samsung, Pixel, OnePlus, Xiaomi — none
of them bundle a real compass out of the box. You have to download one from the Play
Store, and the majority of those are loaded with ads, trackers, and unnecessary permissions.

What Your Phone's Magnetometer Actually Does
Every modern smartphone contains a magnetometer — a tiny sensor that detects the
Earth's magnetic field. This is the hardware that makes a compass app possible. Here is what
it measures:

Magnetic field direction — which way magnetic north is relative to the phone.
Field strength in µT (microtesla) — typically 25–65 µT for Earth's natural field.
Higher values indicate interference.

The magnetometer works entirely offline, with no GPS or internet required. But raw
magnetometer data can be inaccurate without proper software to interpret it — which is
exactly what a good compass app provides.

Why Calibration Matters
A magnetometer drifts over time and is easily affected by nearby magnetic sources.
Calibration resets the sensor's reference point so it reads accurately. Without it:

Your heading can be off by 10–40 degrees.
The compass may spin erratically.
You could walk the wrong direction and not realize it until it is too late.

The classic fix is the figure-eight motion: wave your phone in a figure-eight pattern for
10–15 seconds. A quality compass app will prompt you to do this when accuracy drops.

What a Dedicated Compass App Offers
Compared to relying on Google Maps or a bare magnetometer reading, a purpose-built
compass app gives you:

True north with automatic declination correction — essential for map-based
navigation.
Magnetic field strength (µT) meter — see in real time whether interference is
affecting your reading.
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Interference detection and warnings — know before you trust a heading.
Precise heading in degrees — not just a vague arrow on a map.
Offline operation — works in airplane mode, in the wilderness, underground.
Bearing lock / waypoint features — save a direction and follow it back.

Best Google Compass Alternatives in 2026

1. NorthPin True North Compass (iOS)
NorthPin is a precision compass app built for people who need accurate, trustworthy
headings. It is currently available on iPhone, with an Android version coming soon.

True north with automatic magnetic declination correction.
Real-time µT meter showing magnetic field strength.
Interference detector — warns you when nearby magnets, electronics, or metal are
skewing your reading.
Pin Direction — lock a bearing and follow it like a waypoint arrow.
100% offline — no internet required, ever.
No ads, no trackers, no subscriptions.

Download NorthPin for iPhone

2. Compass Steel 3D (Android)
Compass Steel 3D is a well-regarded free compass app for Android. It features a clean,
skeuomorphic design with no ads and no trackers — the developer supports it through
optional donations.

Magnetic and true north modes.
Sun and moon position overlay.
Metal detector mode using the magnetometer.
No ads, no in-app purchases. Donation-supported.

Comparison Table

Feature Google Maps NorthPin (iOS) Compass Steel 3D (Android)

Standalone compass No Yes Yes

True north (declination) No Yes (auto) Yes

Offline mode Limited Yes Yes

µT field strength meter No Yes No

Interference detection No Yes No

Bearing lock / Pin Direction No Yes No

Ads No No No

Price Free Free Free (donations)

Platform Both iOS Android

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/northpin-true-north-compass/id6759560694
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When Do You Actually Need a Compass App?
You might think compass apps are only for hikers, but they are useful in everyday situations
too:

Finding your car in a large parking lot or unfamiliar city.
Orienting yourself when exiting a subway station in an unknown neighborhood.
Photography and real estate — checking which direction a window or property
faces.
Feng shui and prayer direction (Qibla) — precision heading matters.
Outdoor activities — hiking, camping, kayaking, geocaching.

Frequently Asked Questions

Does Google Maps have a compass?
Not anymore. Google removed the standalone compass feature from Maps several years
ago. The blue orientation cone shows which way you are facing, but it is not a precision
compass and does not display a heading in degrees or true north.

Can I use a compass app without internet?
Yes. Compass apps use your phone's magnetometer, which works entirely offline. No GPS,
Wi-Fi, or cellular signal is required for a basic compass heading. True north correction uses
location data, which can also work offline if the phone has a recent GPS fix.

Why does my phone compass point the wrong way?
The most common causes are: lack of calibration, magnetic interference from a phone case
with magnets, being near a laptop or metal object, or a poorly written compass app. Try the
figure-eight calibration motion and move away from electronics.

Is there a free compass app with no ads for Android?
Yes — Compass Steel 3D is free, ad-free, and donation-supported. For iOS, NorthPin True
North Compass is also completely free with no ads.

The Bottom Line
Google Maps is not a compass, and most Android phones do not ship with one. If you need
an accurate heading — whether for hiking, navigation, or everyday orientation — download a
dedicated compass app. NorthPin True North Compass is the top choice on iPhone with
its interference detection, µT meter, and Pin Direction feature. On Android, Compass Steel
3D is the best ad-free option until NorthPin launches on the platform.

Download NorthPin for iPhone
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