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Google Bubble Level and the Best
Alternative Level Apps for Android &
iPhone (2026)

Google has a hidden bubble level in Search. But it is bare-bones. We tested the
best dedicated level apps to find which ones offer real calibration, angle
measurement, and professional accuracy.
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Google Has a Hidden Bubble Level — And Most People Don't
Know About It

Here is a trick that surprises even seasoned Android users: open Google Search on your
phone and type "bubble level." A fully functional digital spirit level appears right in the
search results. No app download, no installation — just a green circle that reacts to how you
tilt your phone.

It works because your phone has built-in motion sensors (accelerometer and gyroscope) that
detect orientation. Google simply reads those sensors and renders a visual level in the
browser.

How to access Google's bubble level:

1. Open Google Search (browser or Google app).
2. Type "bubble level" or just "level".
3. The level appears directly in the results — tilt your phone and the bubble moves.
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It is clever, it is instant, and for checking if a picture frame is straight, it works fine.

Where Google's Bubble Level Falls Short

The Google level is the equivalent of a free plastic ruler from a bank — technically functional,
but limited in every way that matters when you need real accuracy.

No calibration

This is the critical flaw. Every phone sensor has a slight offset — your phone's "flat" is not
true flat. Professional level apps let you calibrate against a known surface. Google's level
uses raw sensor data with no calibration option, so a reading of 0.0° on your phone might
actually be 0.3° or even 1° off. For hanging a picture, that is fine. For leveling a shelf, a deck,
or a washing machine, that error matters.

One mode only

Google's level is a single bullseye-style bubble. It shows if a surface is level (horizontal) —
and that is it. No vertical mode for checking if a wall is plumb. No angle measurement. No
inclinometer. If you need to know that a slope is exactly 2°, Google cannot tell you.

No angle reading

The level shows a visual bubble but no numeric degree value. You can see that something is
"close to level" but not how far off it is. Real leveling work needs numbers.

No hold or lock

Place your phone on a surface, read the level, lift your phone — the reading is gone. There is
no way to freeze the measurement. In tight spaces or awkward positions, this forces you to
crane your neck to read the screen while keeping the phone perfectly still.

No history or sharing

Measured five surfaces in a room? You have to remember each reading. There is no way to
save, log, or share measurements.

No tolerance guidance

Is 0.3° acceptable for your project? Google's level does not tell you. You see a bubble and
guess. Professional level apps show OK / NEAR / OUT status based on configurable tolerances
— instant pass/fail without mental math.

What a Dedicated Level App Gives You

A purpose-built level app turns your phone into a genuine measurement instrument. Here is
what the best ones offer over Google's browser trick:

Feature Google Bubble Level Dedicated Level App
Calibration None Multi-point with profiles
Measurement modes Bullseye only Bullseye, horizontal, vertical, angle
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Feature
Numeric angle reading
Hold / lock measurement
Tolerance guidance
Sensor diagnostics
Share measurements
Works offline

Ads

Google Bubble Level
No
No
No
No
No
Needs internet

None (but requires Google)

Dedicated Level App
Yes (degrees, percent, mm/m, ratio)
Yes
OK / NEAR / OUT with custom thresholds
Confidence bar, stability check
Measurement card export
Yes

Depends on app

Our Top Pick: Bubble Level & Angle Gauge

Price: Free | Ads: None | Platforms: Android, iPhone | Size: 21 MB

This is the level app that actually replaces a physical spirit level. Not because it looks fancy
— because it measures accurately and gives you the information you need to make

decisions.

What sets it apart:

* 4 measurement modes — bullseye (surface level), horizontal (edge level), vertical
(plumb check), and angle gauge (inclinometer). Switch between them with one tap.

¢ Real calibration — 180° flip calibration that cancels out your phone's sensor offset.
Save calibration profiles for different phones or cases. Includes undo and self-check so
you know your calibration is valid.

e Multiple units — degrees, percent grade, mm/m (millimeters per meter), and ratio.
Choose whatever your trade uses.

e Tolerance guidance — set your acceptable threshold (e.g., £0.5°) and the app shows
OK (green), NEAR (yellow), or OUT (red). No squinting at a bubble wondering if it is

close enough.

e Confidence bar — shows real-time sensor stability. If your phone is vibrating or the
surface is unstable, the confidence bar drops — so you know when a reading is
trustworthy and when to wait.

e Hold function — freeze the measurement. Place phone, tap hold, lift phone, read the
value. Essential for tight spaces, overhead surfaces, and angled positions.

e Orientation lock + screen-on — prevents auto-rotate from messing up your reading.
Screen stays on while measuring.

e Measurement card sharing — export a measurement as a shareable card with
angle, mode, unit, and timestamp. Send it to a colleague, save it for documentation.

e 21 MB, no ads, no data collection — installs in seconds. No account needed. The
privacy label confirms zero data collection.

Available on Google Play and App Store.
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Other Level Apps Worth Knowing

Clinometer + Bubble Level by Plaincode
Price: Free / $1.99 Pro | Platforms: iOS only

A well-designed clinometer that has been on the App Store for years. The free version is
functional with ads; the Pro version removes them. It offers calibration and a clean interface,
but lacks tolerance guidance, confidence indicators, and measurement sharing. iOS only —
no Android version.

Bubble Level by Gamma Play

Price: Free (ads) | Platforms: Android

From the same developer behind the popular QR scanner. It is a basic level with a simple
bullseye interface. Calibration is available but rudimentary (single-point). The main issue:
aggressive ads that cover the screen between uses. Functional for quick checks, frustrating
for repeated use.

Level by Apple (iPhone built-in)

Price: Free (built-in) | Platforms: iPhone only

Since i0S 12, the Measure app on iPhone includes a level tool. It shows degrees and a visual
level with a green flash at 0°. Basic calibration is possible by placing the phone on a surface
and tapping to zero it. It is decent for quick checks but offers only one mode (surface level),
no tolerance guidance, no angle gauge, and no measurement sharing. Better than Google's
browser level, but still minimal.

Smart Tools — Level by Smart Tools Co.

Price: Free (ads) / $2.99 Pro | Platforms: Android
Part of a suite of measurement tools (ruler, protractor, compass). The level tool offers
calibration and a clean interface. But the free version includes banner and interstitial ads,

and the app requests more permissions than necessary for a level (including location). The
Pro version is ad-free but costs $2.99.

Full Comparison

App Modes Calibration Angle Tolerance Hold Ads Price Platforms
Reading

Bubble 4 180° + °, %, OK/NEAR/OUT | Yes None Free Android,
Level & profiles mm/m, i0S
Angle ratio
Gauge
Google 1 None None None No None Free Web (any)
Bubble
Level
Apple 1 Basic (zero) = Degrees | None No None Free i0S
Measure only
Level
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App Modes Calibration Angle Tolerance Hold Ads Price Platforms

Reading
Clinometer 2 Yes Degrees  None No Free/Pro | Free/$1.99 i0OS
(Plaincode)
Gamma 1 Basic Degrees  None No Heavy Free Android
Play Level
Smart 2 Yes Degrees | None Yes Moderate | Free/$2.99 Android
Tools Level

When to Use What

 Hanging a picture frame - Google's browser level or Apple's built-in level is fine. No
calibration needed for +2° tolerance.

e Leveling a shelf, table, or appliance - use a calibrated app. The sensor offset
matters at this precision. Bubble Level & Angle Gauge with calibration profiles is ideal.

e Checking if a floor slopes — you need an angle reading in degrees or mm/m, not just
a bubble. Use the angle gauge mode.

e Plumbing a door frame or fence post — vertical mode. Google's level does not
have this.

e Setting a drainage slope — you need percent grade or ratio (e.g., 1:80). Most level
apps only show degrees. Bubble Level & Angle Gauge supports all four units.

e Professional construction or inspection — calibration, tolerance guidance, hold
function, and measurement sharing are all essential. A free browser tool is not enough.

How to Get Accurate Readings From Your Phone

1. Calibrate first

Always calibrate on a known flat surface before measuring. Place phone flat, calibrate, flip
180°, calibrate again. This cancels the sensor offset. Without calibration, you are trusting
factory sensor alignment — which can be off by 1° or more.

2. Remove your phone case

Thick or uneven cases change how the phone sits on a surface. For best accuracy, measure
without a case — or calibrate with the case on.

3. Wait for the reading to settle

Motion sensors need a moment to stabilize. Place the phone, wait 2-3 seconds for the
reading to stop moving, then read. The confidence bar in Bubble Level & Angle Gauge tells
you exactly when the sensor is stable.

4. Use a flat edge of your phone

For horizontal and vertical measurements, place the flat bottom or side edge of your phone
against the surface — not the screen side (which is curved on many phones).
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5. Keep away from magnets and vibrations

Magnetic phone mounts and nearby motors can interfere with your phone's sensors.
Measure away from these sources.

FAQ

Is Google's bubble level accurate enough for DIY?

For rough checks (is this roughly level?), yes. For anything where half a degree matters —
shelves, appliance installation, tile work — no. The lack of calibration means you are at the
mercy of your phone's factory sensor alignment.

Can a phone really replace a physical spirit level?

For most home and DIY tasks, a well-calibrated phone app is as accurate as a standard
bubble level (which itself has £0.5° tolerance). For professional construction, a phone app is
a useful complement but should not replace a certified precision level.

Why does my phone show 0.2° on a surface | know is flat?

Sensor offset. Every phone's accelerometer has a small manufacturing bias. Calibration
corrects this. Without calibration, a "flat" surface might read anywhere from -1° to +1°.

Do level apps drain battery?

Minimally. The accelerometer uses very little power. A lightweight app like Bubble Level &
Angle Gauge (21 MB, no background processes) has negligible battery impact. Keeping the
screen on is the main drain — use the hold function to freeze readings and turn off the
screen.

The Bottom Line

Google's hidden bubble level is a fun party trick and fine for checking if your desk is roughly
even. But the moment you need actual accuracy — calibration, angle measurement, plumb
checking, or tolerance guidance — it falls short.

Bubble Level & Angle Gauge is what your phone's level should have been from the start:

4 modes, real calibration with profiles, numeric readings in any unit, tolerance guidance that
tells you pass/fail instantly, and a confidence bar so you know when to trust the reading. All

in 21 MB, with no ads and no data collection.

Keep Google's level for emergencies. Install a real one for everything else.

Download for Android | Download for iPhone
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