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How to Build a Brand Palette From
Packaging, Print, or a Mood Photo
Learn how to extract a professional brand color palette from real-world sources
like product packaging, printed materials, or a mood photo — using a structured
approach and the right tools.
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Why Physical Sources Beat a Blank Screen
When building a brand palette from scratch, staring at a digital color wheel can feel
paralyzing. Physical sources — product packaging, competitor labels, fabric swatches,
printed lookbooks, or a single inspiring mood photo — cut through that paralysis
immediately. These objects already exist in the real world, they have been tested under
natural light, and they carry emotional resonance that pure hex codes rarely communicate
on their own.

Packaging in particular is a goldmine. A well-designed cereal box, a perfume bottle, or a craft
beer label has been through multiple rounds of brand strategy, print proofing, and consumer
testing. When you sample its palette you are borrowing from that accumulated design
intelligence.

The Palette Structure You Should Aim For
A functional brand palette is not a random collection of colors you happen to like. Aim for
this structure:

Primary (1-2 colors): the dominant identity colors that appear on logos, headlines,
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and key UI elements.
Secondary (2-3 colors): supporting tones used in backgrounds, cards, and section
dividers.
Neutral (2-3 colors): near-whites, warm grays, or off-blacks that carry body text and
whitespace.
Accent (1 color): a high-contrast pop used sparingly for CTAs, badges, and highlights.

Seven to nine colors total is usually enough. More than that and consistency breaks down
fast.

Step-by-Step: From Source to Export
1. Gather your sources. Collect two or three physical objects or photos that represent the
feeling you want — a product you admire, a magazine spread, a mood photo with the right
atmosphere.

2. Sample primary colors first. Open the photo in the gallery mode of Color Picker
Camera: HEX RGB and tap the dominant areas — the main background, the logo zone, the
primary graphic element. Save each result directly into a custom palette inside the app.

3. Use the harmony engine. Once you have your one or two primaries, switch to the color
harmony view. The app generates complementary, triadic, and analogous variants
automatically. This is how you discover your secondary and accent candidates without
guessing.

4. Organize in the app library. Label each color with its role: call it 'Primary 01',
'Secondary 02', 'Neutral Light', 'Accent'. This naming discipline saves enormous time later
when handing off to a developer or collaborator.

5. Export and paste. Use the export function to copy HEX codes, RGB values, HSL values,
or CMYK breakdowns as plain text or JSON. Paste HEX codes directly into Figma color styles,
Canva brand kit, or a brand guidelines document. For print vendors, use the CMYK values the
app provides — no manual conversion needed.

The 60-30-10 Rule
Having a palette is half the job. Using it proportionally is the other half. The 60-30-10 rule is
a reliable starting point: 60% of a layout uses the primary or neutral color, 30% uses the
secondary, and 10% is reserved for the accent. This ratio creates visual hierarchy without
requiring complex design decisions every time.

The Most Common Mistake
Sampling too many colors. It is tempting to pick every interesting shade in a mood photo —
the dusty rose, the warm terracotta, the sage green, the cream, the charcoal. The result is a
palette that looks beautiful as a swatch strip but impossible to apply consistently. Force
yourself to commit to the structure above. If a color does not fit a defined role, leave it out.
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RGB vs CMYK: Why You Need Both
Digital-first designers often work exclusively in RGB, but the moment a brand touches
printed packaging, business cards, or signage, CMYK values become essential. Mismatched
conversions between screen and print are a frequent source of costly reprints. Color Picker
Camera: HEX RGB outputs HEX, RGB, HSL, and CMYK simultaneously so you capture both
formats in one step.

Color Picker Camera: HEX RGB
The app works in two modes: live camera sampling for physical objects and gallery mode for
photos and scanned materials. The harmony engine, custom palette library, and one-tap
export make the full workflow — from source photo to paste-ready HEX code — achievable in
under ten minutes. It is free, contains no ads, and is available on the App Store and Google
Play.

Frequently Asked Questions

How many colors should a packaging palette have?
Five to six swatches is the sweet spot: one dominant brand color, one or two supporting mid-
tones, a light background neutral, a dark text neutral, and a single accent. More than that
and print costs rise while shelf recognition drops — the 60-30-10 rule stops working when
ten hues compete for attention.

Can I match a photographed color to print inks?
Treat the picked HEX as a starting point, not the final spec. Photograph the packaging in
neutral daylight, pick the color, then map it to the nearest physical standard — RAL or
Pantone — before sending anything to print. The app’s RAL matching does the first pass;
your printer’s physical swatch book makes the final call.

Download Color Picker Camera: HEX RGB free for iOS or Android — no ads, no
tracking, and it works fully offline.
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