Best Free Alarm App for Android with No Ads — 2026 Roundup
Tired of alarm apps with ads and paywalls? We reviewed every major free option and found one clear winner: BarcodeWake — 100% free, zero ads, barcode dismissal included.
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Finding a genuinely free, genuinely ad-free alarm app for Android in 2026 is harder than it sounds. Most apps labeled "free" are ad-supported, use dark patterns to upsell premium subscriptions, or drain battery with always-on background processes. This guide covers the best honest options — and why one app stands out above the rest.


What Makes an Alarm App Genuinely Free?

Before diving into the list, let's define the standard. A genuinely free alarm app should:


  	Cost nothing to download

  	Show no advertisements at any time

  	Offer no paywall-locked features that render the free version useless

  	Require no account or subscription

  	Work fully offline



Alarmingly (no pun intended), very few apps pass all five criteria. Let's look at the field.


Clock by Google

Google's built-in Clock app ships on most Android devices and is genuinely free with no ads. It covers the basics well: multiple alarms, snooze control, bedtime reminders, and integration with Google Assistant. The interface is clean and reliable.

Limitation: Nothing stops you from hitting snooze. There's no challenge mechanism. If you're a chronic over-snoozer, Google Clock will not help you change that behavior.


Alarmy

Alarmy popularized the "wake-up challenge" concept — requiring a photo, math problem, or barcode scan before dismissing the alarm. The concept is solid. The execution is compromised by an aggressive monetization model that puts most challenges behind a weekly subscription.

Limitation: The free tier is heavily restricted. The barcode and photo challenges — the most effective ones — require a paid plan. Users consistently report frustrating upsell prompts.

Skip the upsell — try BarcodeWake, 100% free

Galarm

Galarm positions itself as a social alarm app, letting you set alarms for other people and receive reminders from contacts. It's ad-free on the free tier and the notification system is well-built. Useful if you need family coordination or shared reminders.

Limitation: Galarm is designed around social features, not wake-up effectiveness. If you need an alarm that physically gets you out of bed, it's not the right tool.


Timely

Timely has an elegant material design interface and smart alarm features including sleep tracking integration. It was once one of the top recommended alarm apps on Android. Unfortunately, development slowed significantly after Google acquired the app and it's no longer actively maintained.

Limitation: Essentially abandoned. Not recommended for users who need reliability and ongoing compatibility updates.


BarcodeWake: No Cheat Alarm — The Best Free Option

BarcodeWake is the clearest answer to the question "best free alarm app Android no ads." Here's why it wins:


  	Completely free: No purchase required, no in-app purchases, no subscription tier

  	Zero ads: No banner ads, no interstitials, no video ads — clean interface from first launch to daily use

  	No account required: Works immediately after install, fully offline

  	Barcode dismissal (free): The core feature — scanning a barcode to dismiss the alarm — is fully available on the free version, unlike Alarmy

  	Lightweight: Small APK, minimal battery usage, no persistent background process when not in use



Download BarcodeWake free — no ads, no catch

Why the Barcode Dismissal Feature Matters

The single most important feature for people who struggle to wake up is not alarm tone customization, sleep cycle tracking, or smart gradual volume — it's a mechanism that makes hitting snooze physically require effort.

BarcodeWake requires you to scan a barcode you've pre-selected during setup. Most users place this barcode in the kitchen (cereal box, coffee canister) or bathroom (shampoo, toothpaste). The result: to dismiss the alarm, you must get out of bed, walk to another room, and scan the item. By the time you've done that, you're standing, you've moved your body, and sleep inertia is already dissipating.

No other completely free alarm app offers this feature without a paywall.


Feature Comparison Table


  	BarcodeWake: Free, no ads, barcode dismissal free, no account, offline — Recommended

  	Google Clock: Free, no ads, no wake challenge, standard alarm only — Basic users

  	Alarmy: Free tier limited, ads present, barcode behind paywall — Heavy snoozer (paid)

  	Galarm: Free, no ads, social features, no wake challenge — Social/family reminders

  	Timely: Free but abandoned, no ads, no longer updated — Not recommended




Setting Up BarcodeWake for Best Results

Getting the most from BarcodeWake takes just a few minutes of setup:


  	Install the app from Google Play — no account creation required

  	Create your alarm — set the time, select your ringtone, set the volume

  	Enable barcode dismissal — go to alarm settings and toggle on the barcode feature

  	Scan your chosen barcode — open any product in your kitchen or bathroom and scan it to register

  	Test it — set the alarm for 2 minutes from now and verify the barcode scan dismisses it



That's it. The app is ready. From tomorrow morning, the only way to silence your alarm is to walk to your registered barcode and scan it.

Install BarcodeWake on Android — free forever

Who BarcodeWake Is (and Isn't) For

BarcodeWake is ideal for:


  	People who regularly oversleep or hit snooze multiple times

  	Students and professionals who cannot afford to miss morning commitments

  	Anyone who wants to build a consistent wake-up time

  	People who've tried willpower alone and found it doesn't work

  	Android users who want a clean, honest app without subscription pressure



BarcodeWake may not suit:


  	People who share a bedroom and can't walk to another room without disturbing a partner

  	Those who travel frequently and don't always have their registered barcode item available

  	Users who want advanced sleep tracking or smart wake features




The Verdict

In a crowded market of alarm apps that promise features and deliver upsells, BarcodeWake is refreshingly straightforward. It's free. It has no ads. It does one thing — makes it genuinely difficult to stay in bed — and it does it better than any paid alternative.

If you've been searching for the best free alarm app for Android with no ads, BarcodeWake is the answer. Download it, set it up in five minutes, and start tomorrow differently.

Download BarcodeWake free on Google Play — wake up, no excuses
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